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SUBJECT: QUEBEC APPEALS COURT REJECTS PROVINCIAL CONTROL OF CABLE TV 

1 . QUEBEC COURT OF APPEAL RULED THURSDAY THAT QUEBEC HAS NO 
JURISDICTION OVER CABLE TELEVISION. THE COURT 

ALSO FOUND THAT QUEBEC HAD ILLEGALLY ISSUED LICENSES TO AN 
OPERATOR OF A CABLE NETWORK IN RIMOUSKI AND MONT-JOLI. 

DECISION DECLARES ULTRA VIRES "BEYOND THE CONSTITUTIONAL 
POWERS OF THE PROVINCE " A 1974 
PERMIT TO OPERATE A CART .F.TELF/ VISION 
SERVICE AWARDED BY QUEBEC'S PUBLIC SERVICE BOARD. 

2. COURT ADDED THAT CANADAS BASIC CONSTITUTIONAL 
LEGISLATION,THE BRITISH NORTH AMERICA ACT OF 1867, 

GIVES FEDERAL GOVERNMENT EXCLUSIVE JURISDICTION OVER CABLE 
TELEVISION BY EXCLUDING PROVINSCIAL CONTROL OVER 
TRANSPORTATION AND COMMUNICATION EXTENDING BEYOND THE LIMITS OF 
THE PROVINCE. THAT PARAGRAPH OF BNA ACT COVERS CABLE TELEVISION, 

IN COURT'S OPINION SINCE IT TRANSMITS BROADCAST 
SIGNALS ORIGINATING OUTSIDE THE PROVINCE. HE REJECTED QUEBEC’S 
ARGUEMENT THAT CABLE OPERATIONS SHOULD BE CONSIDERED 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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WITHIN PROVINCIAL JURISDICTION BECAUSE 
THEY ORIGINATE SOME OF THEIR OWN PROGRAMING. 

3. COMMENT: CONFLICTING FEDERAL AND PROVINCIAL PERMITS FOR 
RIMOUSKI AND MONT JOLI CABLE OPERATIONS LED TO 1975 TRAGICOMEDY 
SCENE IN WHICH QUEBEC PROVINCIAL 

POLICE FORCE GUARDED EQUIPMENT AGAINST 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 

SF.T7.TJRF, BY RCMP. THIS IMPORTANT DECISION CONFIRMS THAT CABLE 
TV IS CLEARLY IN OTTAWA'S DOMAIN. DECISION IS LIKELY 
TO BE USED BY PQ GOVERNMENT AS FURTHER EVIDENCE OF 
ALLEGED CULTURAL DOMINATION OF THE PROVINCE BY 
EXISTING FEDERAL SYSTEM. FACT THAT QUEBEC ACTION S FOUND 
UNCONSTITUTIONAL WILL NOT QUIET GOQ. 

THEIR LONG RANGE GOAL IS, OF COURSE, 

TO CHANGE PRESENT CONSTITUTIONAL ARRANGEMENT. 

MCNAMARA 
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